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classes such as Brahmins and Kshatriyas also became Muslims, it is
universally known that the bulk of converts was not drawn from among
them. However, the point I want to emphasise is that no stigma attaches
to Islam if the Hindus of the lower castes became Muslims. On the
contrary, it shows its excellence, of which the Muslims should be proud.

As for the fervour or passion of Islam, I do hold the view I have
already stated. Mr. Vavda's interpretation of the word fervour or
passion is quite mistaken. I have used it in a complimentary sense, and
have clearly pointed out that it is a strong point of Islam. Nothing worth
while can be accomplished without real fervour. The Turks could resist
Russia and Greece successfully only when they fought desperately with
real fervour, and now all are afraid of the Turkish soldiers. None could
lay hands on Rajputana while the Rajputs fought with fervour. Japan
has been able to take the fort of Port Arthur1 only because she has been
fighting with fervour. Fervour is as necessary in other tasks as it is
in war, and it is a positive virtue. Edison is making inventions because
of passion. It was the passion of Watt which led to the invention of the
steam engine and made travelling in the world easy. And we shall be
able to come together and succeed in our fight for the redress of our grie-
vances against the whites if we have the same passion. This passion is
the special merit of Islam. We shall benefit immensely if this very
passion is brought to bear on other tasks.

I have nothing more to add. I know that the question that arose
in the mind of Mr. Vavda has arisen in the minds of others as well.
I have said what I considered to be true. In doing so, I had no inten-
tion of offending the feelings of even a single individual. To my mind,
there is no distinction between a Hindu and a Muslim or Christian. I
have frequently said so and, I believe, I have been acting accordingly.
I maintain that Hindu religion teaches us to look upon all with an equal
eye without making distinctions between Hindu and Muslim, Brahmin
and bhangi, and that is the religion I follow.

M. K. GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
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1 The Russian fleet at Port Arthur was defeated by the Japanese on August 10, 1904.